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Digit Span Assessment Forms
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Based on Gathercole and Adams (1993)

Digit Span
Form A

Say: | am going to say some numbers. You say exactly what | say. Let’s try one. 5 1.

[pause response]

If correct, say: Great job! You said the numbers like | said them. Let’'s do some more.
If incorrect, say: | want you to say the same thing | say. 5 1. Your turn.

Instructions: Begin at 2 for all children. Children must respond correctly on two items at
each digit span to pass. If first two items are correct in each group, do not administer
third. Discontinue when child does not pass a length. Digit span score is the highest set

29
98
57

Pass []

64825
89241
79356

Pass []

8
24638159
39176528
14932587

Pass []

a child passes.
3
627
815
176

Pass []

6
753429
952364
874129

Pass []

9
891425376
715628394
175936284

Pass []

8172
4253
7685

Pass []

7
6798154
4812576
4927535

Pass []

Digit Span
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Based on Gathercole and Adams (1993)

Digit Span

Form B

Say: | am going to say some numbers. You say exactly what | say. Let’s try one. 5 1.

[pause response]

If correct, say: Great job! You said the numbers like | said them. Let’'s do some more.
If incorrect, say: | want you to say the same thing | say. 5 1. Your turn.

Instructions: Begin at 2 for all children. Children must respond correctly on two items at
each digit span to pass. If first two items are correct in each group, do not administer
third. Discontinue when child does not pass a length. Digit span score is the highest set

94
8 1
68

Pass []

39451
48315
53691

Pass []

8
46279351
73261459
43172685

Pass []

a child passes.
3
453
879
563

Pass []

6
354126
165437
615738

Pass []

9
381496572
537269418
483275916

Pass []

8142
1635
7246

Pass []

7
4926831
7468925
8239576

Pass []

Digit Span
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Digit Span
Form C
Based on Gathercole and Adams (1993)
Say: | am going to say some numbers. You say exactly what | say. Let’s try one. 5 1.
[pause response]

If correct, say: Great job! You said the numbers like | said them. Let’'s do some more.
If incorrect, say: | want you to say the same thing | say. 5 1. Your turn.

Instructions: Begin at 2 for all children. Children must respond correctly on two items at
each digit span to pass. If first two items are correct in each group, do not administer
third. Discontinue when child does not pass a length. Digit span score is the highest set
a child passes.

2 3 4
__ 48 869 7463
63 132 4237
28 375 2953
Pass Pass Pass _
5 6 7
93725 761358 4985163
53146 647519 1457628
67531 413652 7962184
Pass Pass Pass
8 9
_ 48591637 532148679
63591248 426918537
87634295 584132697
Digit Span

Pass Pass



Supplemental material, Werfel et al., "A Longitudinal Investigation of Code-Related Emergent Literacy Skills in Children Who Are Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Across the Preschool Years," AJSLP, https://doi.org/10.1044/2022_AJSLP-22-00169

Digit Span
Form D
Based on Gathercole and Adams (1993)
Say: | am going to say some numbers. You say exactly what | say. Let’s try one. 5 1.
[pause response]

If correct, say: Great job! You said the numbers like | said them. Let’'s do some more.
If incorrect, say: | want you to say the same thing | say. 5 1. Your turn.

Instructions: Begin at 2 for all children. Children must respond correctly on two items at
each digit span to pass. If first two items are correct in each group, do not administer
third. Discontinue when child does not pass a length. Digit span score is the highest set
a child passes.

2 3 4
49 246 9284
32 _ 841 __ 8354
___ 61 623 7613
Pass Pass Pass _
5 6 7
42815 698147 8627934
89753 _ 138246 2497865
14923 298164 7584193
Pass Pass Pass
8 9
19286347 723841569
73852461 823469571
65312487 628451793
Digit Span

Pass

Pass
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Based on Gathercole and Adams (1993)

Digit Span

Form E

Say: | am going to say some numbers. You say exactly what | say. Let’s try one. 5 1.

[pause response]

If correct, say: Great job! You said the numbers like | said them. Let’'s do some more.
If incorrect, say: | want you to say the same thing | say. 5 1. Your turn.

Instructions: Begin at 2 for all children. Children must respond correctly on two items at
each digit span to pass. If first two items are correct in each group, do not administer
third. Discontinue when child does not pass a length. Digit span score is the highest set

49
93
25

Pass []

82634
84615
45178

Pass []

8
37859614
78951326
96574213

Pass []

a child passes.
3
384
926
179

Pass []

6
128369
817253
752843

Pass []

9
_ 185439267
_ 956824731
384267159

Pass []

4621
9768
8195

Pass []

7

1982475
6874215

_ 9631587

Pass []

Digit Span



